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This igssue--and the last one toc~-should te ded-
icated to Carl Spellmeyer and Cerard 'iililer, vithout
whose ypususl kindness you would not bte reading
these words novw.

the first contest starts this issue. e Tish vou
lucles

.n announcement e are novw open to storicse-
not over 1000 vordg-~fror ouisiders. llates rust
necessarily he very lowv at first, but we will jack
them no with tinme.

ore 1w0roveneats “1s issue; note the ~uvar-

ter ware “irailer” illustrations and stanling and
smFer ca,_ktis. 1L sirns of our steady irmrove
merts it von't we lons nonl

Try to interes’ vour science=liction=iinded
friends in us g and above ail vrite in wour critli-
cisms; we can't change the macazine to sult you
rlthout zmowin~ that ¥ou want.

~=TH.] ENITORS






~ THREAT FROM COPERNIQUS
Adapted from the annals of the
space patrol by
JI'i BLISH

ho sky was brilliant with huge stars, glov-
ing brightly andasteadily in the dome of the
hecavenss, ‘ilwere onlt did color touch the scenc-~gray-
ish-vhitc horizon meeting black lusterless canony in
vhich the bluc and red and silver stars glcamcde /4=
gainst the darlness the blcak, ragged rampnarts of the
great crater loovcd dimly in the half'-light, likc some
spraviling, loathsome crcaturc of uncomplaining stonec.

A faint glow suffused the horizon, an aura of dy-
ing sunlight, but of the green and browvm brilliance of
the Barth therc vas no sign, nor had the hulking cra-
tor cver knomm such light. It was night on the Other
side.

. swift metcor flashed abruptly dovmuard, landing
inside the Cvclopian walls with a silent thunder that
flung clouds of smokc into the greedy vacuum all about,
Perhans the crumbling towcrs wineed a bit as the ime
pact conjurcd up long-dcad mewmorics of the mass that
hed =ziscd them into tle skics, in the days of Crea-
tioNsew -

3ut this was no meteors The silver cylinder wvhich
lay silently and still om the s»nlit rock floor ras no
all-metal motoorito...Such crcations of Nature arc not
cquipped wvith portholes, mor do thecy posscss glcaming
turrcts with slender gun :jets vrojccting watchfully
from theimees

s«bruptly the enigmatic shapc from spacc becalic an-
imated with a malignant lifc. Great, dazzling svcars of
opaguc, irridcscent light flashed suddenly from the
novi=tthirling, smoothly-~faircd turrcts, to smash with
the forcc of an carthguake upon the topmost pecaks of
the circular mountain rangc--

The titanic ramparts sccemed to hurl themsclves ine
ward, crashing tp the ground with irrcsistable forec,




Whirling rcck dust fountained high into the vacuum,and
ard *hrough tle swirling, cx; anling clouds nighty
thunders raged anl *ire, shaking lhe alriess woerid with
its rirs' sourd asince the Beginning.,

The pumice c¢lculs dispersel like phantuns, leaving
the silvery metecrite in the milat i claos., Jw tiny,
insigniricant formg were visihle now, clinbing about a-
wrg bloegs ¢f masonry such ag eigl! lave corjpesel a
planet ) and the starlight glinted me‘ajlibaljy rom
ther. 1ike tre surface of *relr shiyp. they s*ayed (nly a
immernt, thorn vanlishtel agal:,

. Buldenly there was machinery eveprywhere, ererglug in
a.3teddy strecrm frerm tle app.orel el inler ard Ldwerlng
Lign fbove the 1Milns., Jenms fegan Coo r'iadsto and ri)., ard
seme U kuone menstrens stone ahunks disay peared with

a Ilash and-a. 1isturtance tha' sl ik “he e her like a
Lhiiidercelag.

Slher tpe things f metal were gire agitn, and for an
asian! the ship lay qulescent, as i1 crouching ‘o
CIring--

Red laahes lickedl nni swirlel arcurd *he tapering,
ARy ek :4~rped\, and it shet gy warl noa lrog Zoenm r'eoem

.

the wrecked crater, r'( skiels reGelbrly 1 laafs
r-cm ite tatl. Tirgea of vell-w mirel wi'i *4e red, ard
| ~x

q4~cx?v R B el "r“h SRS ESTIRNASN 1 L B e serling
wiite, The sni, vanishel in a “lari B 2 v
1Z2voN.. .

Ard %111 *lhe age-cld, rvs‘ericus regt of ‘le Nther
‘Side 7as 1ig'urbel om ‘..(, ISR Y - e e Ladl, . L&
smaller, tio;-like skiwmel low cver “he zrav 37cre « 7 by
surt'ace, jius* clearing lhe hvrs ¢f the toyering ro2ky,
toward the horizon over whlch the white flame cf “he
turreted cyinder was rading...

"S¢ far, so gocd,"the Planeteer anncunced, clicking
‘his firgers over the button-stuidded c(n+rc1 wheel., Thre
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high whine of the generators dropped a note.

"So far, but no farther,”the Astercild preilicted
gloomily."I'm telling you, guy, this 1s too blg. Even.
you can't pull thls and get away with 1it. Xcu can bt Li-
jack a planet," iy &

"Can if I want to,"the other correctel, We've got
power, mine pal, a3 you seem tc have feorgotten, and
with those lever-beams no i.sta’lation is too »lg as an
engineering joWw. All we're limitel by is our genera-
tors, and you knew yourself that they can take any im-
aginable leal anl a le¢t ef Incccievable cnes toc,

The Asteroll put his eye '« the portable *telechar?
ani gruntei. He seemel unconvinced.

"Resides,”the Planeteer profferred,”the Avenger is
our only werry anl he hasn't the slightest ilea where
we are at present.” .

The Asteroil laughei sharply--a sort of sarcastic
bark, absolutely humorless. "Do you helleve thrat?"he
agkel disgustedly.”I don't. What 1c you suppose he'll
1¢ while raiiograms are flying rouni thick ani fast?
Just sit back anl real them?" He snorted anl turneil *a
watch the great mouth of the crater Copernicus open for
then.

"The Earsh can't get a message out from unier the
Kennelly-Heavisiie layer, anl we are about to attenl 4o
the relay statio. on the moon,"the other replieil clan-
1y "We'll have to ta2ke cur chances with ships getting
out,, that's all. Besides, as Tar as the Avenger is cén-
cernel, I think we're too hot to handle with this new
stuff of ours, and I'm posttive we can ac nunt for that
inefrectual Earth fleet.”

The Asteroil shruggel ani svwung to the gun conirels,
Looking into the shcrt telescopic sight of the 3isin-
tegrating rifle, he watcheld the rounlel lome of ‘*he
Earth station 1rift teward the cross halrs, then drove
L - [] | 0 H




The fleet commander raged and thundered and tore at
his almost-bald head. "Where was the self-styled Aveng-
er while this was happening?"he rovarei, waving the a-
bruptly termirated radic-gram from Copernicus at the
*man in the cheir before him.

The other emiled crookedly."Where was the fleet?"he
countered softly, bitingly.''Yeu make toco much noise,
Jack, ani the public just eats 1t up.Just because you
happen to be the only onée who knows I'ma b&aster does-

" ; ave to rip away at the. poor aAvenger, who
gf%e%lgilyggnlgqgely upo% purg hatred %o 1ocategthis
pirate.”

"Well, at least he spotted that Ganymedian gunner
who .was nelpirg out the Plancteer,''Beplied the comman-
der,"b0 help re, I still don't see how he diu iu." ne.
looked at Rlarster 19 qulzzically.

The latter repeated hls crooked smile."I io,"he said
slowly."Maybe I'1ll enlighten you some day. Going to send
out the fleet®" .

s ~"Hadf ofe-dt. I'robably loose the whole buneh, too,
Never saw a guy that could pull so much new stuff as
wnat Planeteer. Needless sacrifice of good ships, but
it has to be cone,"

"Worthless ships, you mean,'Blaster 19 ccrrected,”I
always snil that obsclete navy of Earth's should be

junked,and the Planeteer proves it, 7ell, I'1ll be off

toe--who knowe but what the Avenger's on hls way."
"To zet crzshed with the rest,'"the commander prog-

nosticaved sacdly, but there was +.uwinkie in nis eye,

""All done,'"the Planeteer turned to his companinon and
wavedi his hand."Besldes the bilg projcctor, I've others
hidden all arcund the rim, We're going to have some fun
with that flee¢t, I can see,"

The Asteroid locked around him in mock serrow. "Poor
ship,'"he muroured.”"She's served us well, and now she's
come to this! Seriously, though, the fleet has probably
sent out calles for our playful pal of the hoed and cape
by the dozens by now, He won't be so easy."

The other glanced out a porthole and replied,"I've
been scramblirg up those messages ever since they pull-
ed out »f the Heaviside layer. And we can handle him,".



The fleet hovered some 100 miles out from Coper-~
nicus while the Planeteer's positioh was examined
telescopically. The captain of the sguadron wag the
first to look-=~

"Good Lord!"

The radio man turned from his useless transmitter
and stared dully at_the captain,

"Wnat?"he asked."The ether 1s as tanglel as the
orbit of Eros."

"And no wonder! Come here and lock, man!"

The captain relinjulshed the eyepelces t¢ him, and
he bent and set his eyes to them,

Outlined sharply in the circular fleld was a sec-
tion of the crater's rim, and gaping hungrily up at
him was the mouth of an enormous prolector, wniclh was
supportel by a shimmering latticework betweern twc
staggeringly huge generators. The whole mechanisin was
planted solidly on the c¢liffs, which had heen levelel
off at ithe tcp as if by a disintegrator. Fapr dcw. on
the crater floor glittered the "Flaming Arrow",quies-
cent and yet queerly sentient,

He withdrew uils eyea in astonishrent.,

"How--How on Luna 414 they erect that in this time?
he ﬁaaped.

Don't know,"the captain replied."The commander's
new assistant mentioned attractors and repellors--"

He rippled his fingers over the panel banks, blink-

Ing his signalling spotlight at the rest of thc fleet
The mighty battleplanes dropped rapidly for Copernicus

The Flaneteer's hands lanced at his myriad buttons,
anl he shouted,"Now show your gunnery!"The Asteroid
grasped a wheel and a rheostat--

Intense searchlights flared out sudienly from the
cerater's rim, catching the attacking planes squarely
in a blinding glare, Shutters dropped over their port=-
holes, gutting off the brilliancy, and the Planeteer
knev that they were flying by televisors alone--

"Now!"he cried. The Asteroid,locking the wheel in
posltion, swung the rheostat two or three points and
punched the handle in to the contact,

A pearing boly of white lightning spurted from the

v



great ...came outuide, to sassa .. Sae 1iist of the
mnassed cttaeciers, .. naborod e »:aM__hnrrless age.iast
ta: mx_ncstle ileteor screens--dit--

*he beam rajed ond “lmned into a hlast of cosaie
roys aboutl tae serzeas, Jien “aszed s:iTUly into aoti-
i1731e88,.. "o curnse in biue droplLiag plones ras vas Ol2,
out tie loneteer kner taal the televisaps inside had
shaliered and burste "he lleet as Hlid...

he battleslanes seatiered aruptly, axd their sueel
simtters shot open, Lo rfnap swt 28 as the jreatl
s:arcali-ats follo'ad tasm. Tremeiious diaitron cone-
cuss .0as blaste® ~Hont, »imless swts, 700d onls to de-
traet tae uwnmer's siteit loe-

ut the asteroid refusel to e detr-cted, “eleat-
ioesly i..2 rheostat ssmng polats n th? oposite d .-
et on 01l LiEde contacte..

The vibrision~l vo-te.. aich coare  tiis tliae fon
tie slant n ns o Zewrse-oraen 6ord,parsuilg tae

o~

blind >lan2s v ‘th a Tia2r ol ele all de~th...

In .hz Tiorla eeatral cotmie v.oas .epot, the ot
Cisat Dead ol wad Plwnnteer blaadked out tae ilacoiing
messazes Lo Jdeliver Uotler 012--a wssue ol TEr:lyg
and Jdeannd.s i o satploald of ur~waun, or a2 (0tii 00~
e, too ! Ltoc toild!

b e i eaze ended aorvptls i a rasil iy, squenl,
and thaa 'tas be~2 shappel offe Tilteen Jnues loter,
wie ser=eng clz red inte iy Lo ge of o aocoded Cizure,
A mrs, 2P ellel siok tar stnt on.

Just In t oreltitnt v.oager cried,.s.nd tie rest of
vhe Jleet out lcrz---" can't hrorile aia lon ¥

Tae Asteroid aved excitedly to ails companion,

t0t 1tivh: axalted, it thro 71 the Toeviside
L'yery C%wn, T ca1't w0ldl L lorgs”

The Plaa teer se'7ed tae ilc.odaone aad hejth teo
alk, od the Asbarold Jeriad o7 e 2l o hialmet
end jo.e it o i Mad, The shiarl c eves roced on vith

Lhz i Caleful nzesce-e
T2 i6e30C 0 Wirel -ar otered bou-ntfully out a

pO';"'E,li;’:s t.leniz {e 12 Ploineteer 'as nearly done,ihene-
re other ~aped 1n amezeent as an Creaseariay


ingncss..ro
Astn.ro

3 21 s b Loof 4 -
bunvk of 13, LRIO0EEdN o, M NAE SHTAEERY BeX-

snisn Die up ‘n a, .mshrooning cloud of.‘ dinctron

s 102, rel “l“‘bhes snd £l ng _}e{“}} the next instant
the ~mezing sceae was olotted oul by areen wave a6

~ ailsiatertor furroie? the rock Just outside.

The Astrroid gradded the ucro,monc firom _us
friond's hand _~nd r"oo d it from its grket."he dAveng
er 2as sroivadinh: oibuted, Sesturing excitedly o th
port.tt LOLT rou jou couldn't pull Lhist Mic rest aof
fleel will He hece a1 m.mbe, Loo, I 11 oet'"

The IL.0%ecr juw: ' to Hhs controls,Bwilhl)
hu:elpu the Yi'laniag Arroewr’ Teomn the e tor ond siol L
into goace "I've ,vat otien a me idea ~iov, the
:mt’:,,.:. 3d Lo hLaself."IL Gozen't make onr AilTarconce.,

Bt the asteroid mer he wvas € iak o, awuralully o
that aonstrous iojzctor, ~nd he snilad Go .iluself as
ne took .is st tlon at tie ;jun coirtrols,

Eaw )
- g s

E
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ext onth's theilling Ploicteer Tale
(32 na owncznent on beek pirge)



THE PLANETEER'S TELEVISOR

Part Two. Heavy Artillary

No,1.The Noon-Ray

Once called the City-Destroyer but was confused
with a speclally prepared bomb by the same name,Used
mostly from moons of enemy planet since it requires
massive equipment which prohibits its beilng carried in
a ship. Is directed upon large bhuiliding 1i.. center of.
city, and heterolynes the matter-waves irtc Milliken or
cosmic rays. Can also be aljustel to simpley nullify
the matter-waves completely hut 18 far less effective
as eavy artillary lthough Lt makes an exzellent ship

weapor in that case,
Next wonth--THé CITY-DaSTR0Yer PROJCTOR.

THE XL 4D BER SPANKS

Vear :IE.Blish,

ot tae latest PLANETZER, and it's a pip! Verita-
bly.‘ust congatulite you on doirg a really nice voo
Joar new artist livea up to all you say of him, He's
=001 ani taat's no hokum.

By the way, the war is over, ucker 1s dead, and
everytai . is viztorious for “nr Ia0PUMUKEFSTEPUSA.Why
not staple the PLALJETZER? for tial o 1'a r-.in trouble,
it wants.to fly off in aqu\*l direztions. Srzp1e'

L bl St iim

(”e staple with plelqu"e——but for The anxious rcal-
er's ‘benifit Tunker is not deal, not even snick.-Ed.),

Dear Sir;,

fRegarding the makeup of your publication, I must
truthfully say that its a gool de:l hetter for a hek-
tograph” job than =many others of bigger backing new on
the market),
.. Your story was excellent,It had a gool adventure
theme and with the science you state you are adding,it

will pe very zood.
f © é‘c«r&’\a’“ﬂ/fv

(Thank you. We hope to mike as good a job of mimeo-
graphing as we 1id of hektographing.-Editor.) =3 =


excellent.lt

BN 4 SIS FLuafsu!t F 5 H !

L . s
THE FIRST PRIZ: COIMT23T RULES!

1! nybody who has rcad the 2 T.IMETI0R i
to enter!

4,3

¢lirable

2! Contestants must answer the followving ques-
Lias In not less tl:an 250 words;
O I3 THD  "AVEHGERY?

3! Piclk vour choicc from the following iist and
give your rcasons why wou thinii that verson is the
...VO n{",‘Ol" L

The Fleet Commander
“he .JAsteroid
Buck Rogors
scout-5Shin Pilot
The Planeteer
Flash Cordon
Tuvqgiz=jk
Greg Halnson
The Ceres-2hotos Ship Comnrander
The Ganrnedian CGunner
"Blaster 19"
SEEET .1, 10TE: IT'3 HOT 183 ZiEMASIT LOOKS!

4¢ © think ve knov vho the .venger is but if an
essay on somabody else is bhet'er than the oncs on “he
person vo're thin ing of, we'll chanro our mindl

5. .11 entrics wust be in by February 30,195G.
1

6. Jrizes are subscriptions,

GOOD LUCK!



NEAT LOHTHéew b

\

The great Sarth freighters sail only to Satwn,
Jupiter, and Venus now, for ‘lars is on the other side
of the sun from the third plancte. llars still carries
on comierce with the far outer planets, but no Zarth
ships are in her great vharves, for ithe Barth is far
AVAVees 1

Yot the Plancteer, who only thrce days ago was
fichiting for his 1ifc among the tovering mountains of
the 2007, STT00DS like a vulture from snaoc upon ilars'
richest freighter, vhiech 15 almoest unpguarded-~«for .iars
had thought £hat ohe tas inaccosable to the Planeteer,

How has the Plancteer surmounted the vast obstacle
vhich ras confronted rocketoers since tie first sheil
hich cver transversed swace vas fired? How can the

ven~cr, and thoe flcet itsclf, reaeh ilars from Zarth

in time to curtail Nils fpechooilng activities?

Don't faii to read

4 Theilling PLUILITSRR GieT e
N Adapted from the annals of the space patrol '
BY JIil BLISH /




A,

A s3aND- no¥  OlPactiisi
SIGNS, IUsSTICHNS, 1D aN3¥kiS
What 1® a sign?

A'slghin® ts what people start dolng when they
have ro more iLallnTesis to reaj,

Ahat In 2 gool sign?

When ALAZING printe "When The Tpp Wqlpledy -
Whon WO .uDmk Arops to 157 .

When ASMUNDING trims ils elges’

"Nhnn the S5 . oNCE FICLICUH C;".ITIE&_’Ls p-inte?, a:x

10 c_:]mm;g_lp price!

Wnay 18 the SCIENCm FICTION CRITIC
ieos 11 ‘lo?

and what

4

‘B SCIalily I0HIO0ON ORITIC is kcj_ence.f‘}_cf,ion'g
famtont, growlng fan magrsine--

It in Laen piges of the best matdrial you can
find 1n any o f, fan magazine-

M., 19 the only magazine giving tetailed revic.s
of 11l atories appear ng in stif. magazines-

IV coutlatns news ef all fan publications-

[t contiins book and cinena reviews-

[t contains interviews wiih authors anl fans-
(J.Barvey laggari, this issue)-

IT 16 THe 3IGGEST aND 5c5T NICK.L'S WOATH Iy
ALL OF SCIWNCE-FICTION'S KadY FI-LDS!

56 what?
So wrap, ugon nickle, senl it to the .idress be-

low, AND UTLL NeVBR ReGRET IT! (Ani 4en’t for-
get to mention the PLANETEaR),

01akls FTOTIDNW SIBIC, 214 East Seventh Street, deno,

L S W



